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| GUEST coLUMN - WSJ.
'Wh all th d social justice folks?
cre are all the outraged socl justice folks:
By PETER A. HURBARD Sadly, the biggest news storyoftheyear people each year (most for non-violent morphed into the middle-aged Yuppie
was buried cn Page 10 in the edito.- offenses) than most of the world's worst  legislators who were responsible for
ith a headline like “Wisconsin  rial section of the May 28 issue of the police states, enacting the very laws and sentencing
prison rates higher than in gmﬂﬁ_é,ﬁnnﬂmi wﬂﬁ.ﬁm_;uﬁﬁanﬂnﬂﬁﬁnﬂ Em:nmﬂmm&m;ﬂdwmﬁmnﬂmmnmﬁm
police state,” [ expected some  headline, - how hypocritical it is to bemiling - - growth in the Wisconsin
kind of response from the leaders of The guest -olumn by Ronald Fraser,  against prison policies administered prison tion. .
Madison's self-congratulatory libera! who writes on public policy issues on foreign soil where they cannot do Or is it because jails have been fumed
community by now, for the DKT 1iberty Project based in anything about them, when perhaps into profit centers for well-connected

So where's the moral outrage? What Washingion, D.C,, details the factthat  theycando something to help change  vendors and county budgets?
happened to the righteous indignation? the state of Wisconsin has the highest  and improve laws and prison policies The situation is especially dire for
Why the deafening silence from all the incarceration rate on the planet. right here in Wisconsin, black residents, who in 2005 were jailed
social justice folks who normally get InWisconsin, our incarceration rate Oddly, not one editorial or follow-up - atarate 11 times higher than whites in
cutraged over such stuff? in 2005 was 350 per 100,000, which is story has appeared in the State Journal  Wisconsin, according to a new study

Why haven't I read stories in the higher than the dictatorships in Libya,  in response. I've also watchednews- released by The Sentencing Project on
Madison papers the past two months Zimbabwe, Saudi Arabia and China, It castsdailysince then, expectingtosee  July 18,
about marches on the Capitol building, begs the question, ifWisconsin doesnt local politicians wringing their hands Sadly, Madison’s social justice activ-
led by Madison's political progressives  have the highest crime rate in the world, overthis “troubling situation.” But it ists remain silent and continue to

demanding an end to Wisconsin's evi] why does it hive the highest incarcera- hasn't happened, {gnore Wisconsin's record-high incar-
! "police state” practices? ionrate? *_ There have been no UW Jaw pro- ceration rates. j
i Did everyone else in Madison — ex. If Madison ‘iberals are genuinely fessors demanding the resignation N0 matter what reasons these so-

teplme —miss the newspaperarticle  concerned ab-ut prison conditions of Madison Police Chief NoblsWray, called progressives give for not taking
exposing what may prove to be the —after all, they never seem to tire of or petitioners on the Capitol Square action, Wisconsin's “dirty little secret” is
most embarrassing political scandal to griping about how we treat men who dernanding the recall of Mayor Dave, or  now public knowledge. Wisconsin owns
rock Wisconsin since the Legislature’s have tried to kill Americans and are now bumper stickers plastered around town  the dubious distinction of being the
“pay-for-play” fiasco that grabbed locked up in p.aces like Abu Ghraib and screaming “Impeach Doyle Now!"Why  “World's Worst Police State.” Congratu-
headlines a few years ago? Guantanamo Bay —Youd expectthem not? lations!

True, the story was not on the front toreally get steamed over the fact that Is it because the former “police state
page, but it probably should have been, right here in Wisconsin we lock Upmore . protestors” of the '60s and '70s have Hubbard fives in Madison,

o . i
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Religious leaders back ™ -

alternatives to prison

Inmates cost state $1.3 billion annually

By ANNYSA JOHNSON )
rishnson@iournalseniinalsom

More than 300 religious leaders from around the
state have signed on toa letter endoraing a new Initia-
tive aimed at catting Wisconsin’s prison population
. by 11,000 individuals by 2015.

A coalition of faith-based social justics growps. in-
cluding MICAHIn Milwaukes and SOPHIA In Waule-
sha, tlils week launched what they are calling tha11-
by-15 canpaign. The groups will seel to expand drag:
" and alcohol-treatment programa and other altarna-
thves to-prison for nonvielent affenders, saying they
are less costly and more humane than the corrent sys-

eI,

w113 is nol oniy an economic lasue, but a mora!
legue," the Rev. Willle Brisco of the Milwaukee Inner-
ity Congregations Allled for Hope told a group of
ahnut 150 religious leaders and voluntaers gathered
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PRISON
[nmate
profile is
51% black

thits week at 5t Benedict the *

Moor ' Catholie Church

downtown, ;
A spokesman for3en, Van

Wanggaard (R-Racine),

whose Labor, Public Safety

and Urban Affairs Commit-
tes waitld likely review any
proposed  leglalation, - ex-
pressed & willingness to
hear what - the religlous
ommuiiity hes heny.

“we'd have to see what
the bill looks ke, sald
Wanggaard's chisf of stafl,

"Bcott Kelly, "If there are

ways to reduce costs with-

out weakening penalties,

1.'.;13 wonld cerlainly look at
that.”

The state Department of
Corrections spends aboul
$1:3billlon armuaally incar-
cerating aboul 23,000 peaple
a year — more than double
the number in Minnesota —
with another 67000 ex-of-
fenders on probatlon and
parcle.

Heform advocates nota
that African-Americans are
disproportionetely re-
presented (6% of the stabe
population vs. 51% of the
prisons”) and that most in-
mates suffer from underly-

addiction -or mental
health disorders for which
treatment could cut recidi-
vism rates.

Maost counties, including
Milwaukee, have some type
of diverslon and treatment
program. Since 2006, Wis-
consin has _spent about
£ milien anoually on sewv
en pilot profécts around the
state, A 201 report te the
Legislature found that the
programs generated §1.93 In
saving for -every dollar
gpent, according {o the Wis-
congin Office of Justice As-
slstance.

Ad hac group

An ad hoe group of stake-
holders — ecutors, in-
cluding Miwaukes Coun-
ty's John Chisholm; judges;
eortections officials; and
others — has been mesting
for the last year to dlacuss
ways such programs can e
expanded at the county lev-

" gl atanetsaving to the state,

“Thare {3 a hufs amount
of interest from & ot of dif-
farent quarters on criminal
juatice systemic reform in
the state,” said Dobra iraft,

-deputy director and connsel

at Community Advocates

Public Pollcy Institute.
wihe question is: How do

wa reform o System that

cannot sustain fts cwrrent -

costs -while maintaining if

ﬂ-n?t enhancing public safe- .
: l-? i

Such programs have his.
torically been a toughsell in
W lsconsin, whers the Legls-
lature passed the truth-in-
gentencing law in 1990 and
last year rescinded p pro-
gram that released prison-
ors early for good behavior

or haalth reasons.

But some have exprissed
an openness to change 1)
public safety can be mal-
tained.

“That's the holy grail, try-
Ing to find a less costly alter
native that doesn't threaten
public safety,” sald George
Lightbourn, president of
the free-market think tank
Wigeonsin Policy Research
Inatifute and former secve-
tary of administration
under Republican Gova.

Tommy Thompson and
Beott MeCatlum.
An October survey hy the

institute found that 56% of
resldents supported cutting
prison costs by diverting
gome offenders to communl-
ty-based programs.

The falth leaders orga-
flzad A forum and news con-

. favence Monday putside the

$iparhy Milwaukee Secure

Detention Facility that
drew a broad swath ol the lo-
cal rellglous community, in-
cluding Bishop Jeffrey Bor-
row of the Greater Milwau-
kee Synod of the Evangll-
eal Latheran Church In
America and other repre-
spntatives of Christian,
Jewlish and Muslim faiths.

The event was intentlon-
ally devoid of politiclans
and public offlclals — even
those who support such ef
forts — a8 a way to empha-
gize the religious nature of
the initiative and the
group's interest in pursuing
bipartisan support, said Da-
vid Liners of the advetacy
group WISDOM.

1 do not think this is a
partisan issue. It is a pasto-
ral lesue,” sgaid Barrow,
whoss churches work ex-
tensively with men and
women re-entering the com-
munity after prison.

“I*vn had a chance to 500
people who benefited from

these alternatives, And
that's a blgger break-
through than incarcera-

tion. And when you experi-
ence that, you have to ask,
Izn't there & botier way bo do
this?"
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